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Planting a tree to commemorate 
the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II 

and the 200th Anniversary of the War of 1812 
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The 2011-12 Active History Program culminating assignment is the planting of a commemorative tree in a prominent location (with a plaque) somewhere in the village of Waterdown. There are two major Canadian moments of history that will be marked in 2012 that this tree will serve to commemorate:

· The Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II as Queen of Canada
· The 200th Anniversary of the War of 1812 (the first European settler of Waterdown, Alexander Brown, was a colonel in the Canadian militia) 

In order to be successful in this assignment the class will be expected to work together, actively engage in the community, make contact with all levels of government, and create something lasting and positive.
Brainstorming: Students will have to seek out the right people in order to have answers to the following questions – 

What type of tree should we plant?

Where should it be located? 


How do we get permission to plant a tree in the location we want? 
How do we get funding to pay for the tree? plaque?

How is the tree going to be revealed to the community?

People/Offices you will get in contact with:

Canadian Secretary to the Queen

Governor General of Canada
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario
Your local City Councilor
Member of Parliament

Member of Provincial Parliament

Curriculum Links: This assignment has been designed to meet overall expectations outlined in the curricula of CHC2P, CHV2O and important tools and strategies outlined in GLC2O including:

CHC2P Citizenship and Heritage

• assess how individual Canadians have contributed to the development of Canada and the country’s emerging sense of identity.

CHC 2P Methods of Historical Inquiry
• formulate questions on topics and issues in the history of Canada since 1914, and use appropriate methods of historical research to locate, gather, evaluate, and organize relevant information from a variety of sources;

• interpret and analyse information gathered through research, employing concepts and approaches appropriate to historical inquiry;

• communicate the results of historical inquiries, using appropriate terms and concepts and a variety of forms of communication.

CHV2O Informed Citizenship
• describe the main structures and functions of municipal, provincial, and federal governments in Canada;

CHV2O Purposeful Citizenship
• analyse responses, at the local, national, and international levels, to civic issues that involve multiple perspectives and differing civic purposes.

CHV2O Active Citizenship

• apply appropriate inquiry skills to the research of questions and issues of civic importance;

• demonstrate an understanding of the various ways in which decisions are made and conflicts resolved in matters of civic importance, and the various ways in which individual citizens participate in these processes.

*Regular assessments and evaluations will be made using the standard rubric provided in the Active History Program package.
Students visit a tree planted by Flamborough Mayor Kenneth Harper commemorating the 1977 Silver Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II, Waterdown








